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Charles E. Osgood’s Theory of Semantic Differentiation

semantic differential technique is using several pairs of bipolar 

adjectives to scale the responses of subjects to words, short phrases, 

or texts. That is, subjects are asked to rate their meaning on scales 

like active–passive; good–bad; optimistic–pessimistic; positive–

negative; strong–weak; serious–humorous; and ugly–beautifully



Charles E. Osgood’s Theory of Semantic Differentiation

“These three factors of the affective or emotive meaning are the 

evaluative factor (e.g., good–bad); the potency factor (e.g., 

strong-weak); and the activity factor (e.g., active–passive). 

Among these three factors, the evaluative factor has the strongest 

relative weight.”



WordNet Lexical Database

WordNet is a large lexical database of English, developed under the 

direction of cognitive psychologist George A. Miller at Princeton 

University. Nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs are grouped into 

sets of cognitive synonyms (synsets), each expressing a distinct 

concept. Synsets are interlinked by means of conceptual-semantic 

and lexical relations



WordNet Lexical Database
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 using WordNet for evaluative classification

where

w       =       word to be emotively classified

d        =       WordNet shortest path distance

EVA   =       returns a value between 1 (aligned with ‘good’) 
                   and -1 (aligned with ‘bad’) 



General Inquirer Dictionary

General Inquirer Dictionary consists of the Harvard IV-4 Dictionary 

and the Lasswell Value Dictionary, identifying additional words 

beyond what the WordNet minimal path length method can evaluate, 

which can be applied across Osgood’s three axis emotive evaluation 

methodology: Positive/Negative, Strong/Weak, and Active/Passive
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